
 I was born in 1488 during the Tudor .......... . I 
was born disfigured in the cave near to 

the .......................  .......... . As I grew up, I  
realised that I could fortell the ................ . People 
feared me as a witch but I became very famous 
and even ....................... heard of me. I began 

to ....................... many things, such as the Great 
Fire of London and the invention of cars, boats 

and aeroplanes. I even predicted my own ............. 
at the age of 73. Although I am now gone, 

my ................. continues to live on. 

Complete the paragraph... 

Word bank: 

Period  
(time in history) 

death 

Legacy  
(created by someone no longer 
living but still has an impact on 

people today) 

future 

Petrifying Well 

Henry VIII 

prophesise 

Mother  
Shipton’s Cave  

 
KS2 History 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name............................ 
Date of visit ................ 



Look out... 

What is my real name? 
.......................................... 

What year was I born? 
.......................................... 

Can you spot the Manor House? 
This is Knaresborough’s oldest building! 

Some say the black and white checks are 
a signal of rest which is why a black and 

white flag is waved at the end of the 
Grand Prix! 

Can you spot the viaduct? 
This is a special bridge for trains. In 

1848 it collapsed and created a dam in 
the river which caused flooding and 

£10,000 worth of damage which was a 
lot of money at that time! 

The Great Fire of  

London 

The discovery of the  

potato 

Mother Shipton Predicted many 
things... 

Chronological means in time order  
(the order that things happened) 

 
Can you put these events in chronological order?  

1– first and 5– last 

The invention of 

cars 

The Plague 

The invention 

of aeroplanes 



Can you spot Mother   
Shipton’s statue in her cave? 

  She was born here and lived here for 
two years.  

What did people used to call me? 
................................... 

Don’t forget to make a wish in the 
Wishing Well. 

Can you remember one of the rules to 
follow when you wish? 

............................................. 

As you leave the cave look over 
to the Petrifying Well 

People called this the Giant’s  
Skull for centuries! Can you  

spot it?! 

Who did I marry?  
.......................................... 

Can you spot Knaresborough Castle? 
Royalty used to stay in the castle whilst 
hunting in Knaresborough forest, Richard 
II was imprisoned in the King’s chambers 
here and it was attacked during the Civil 

War! 

What was my special gift? 
...................................................... 

Can you spot the weir? 
The weir was built in 1791 to divert 

water through the mill’s massive wheels 
to help produce energy for the cotton 

mill.  



How did I get my name ‘Mother Shipton’? 
................................................................... 

Sir Henry Slingsby’s Long Walk 
In 1630 Sir Henry Slingsby created the 

pathways you now walk along. For many 
of the rich, promenading (walking) along 
these paths in an afternoon was a very 

important part of their day! 

Can you spot the stream? 
This water comes from an underground 
lake. As the water comes to the surface 
it passes through rocks which give off 

minerals. These minerals turn objects to 
stone! 

Can you name something I prophesied? 
................................................................... 

Can you spot the two lumps half 
way up the face of the Petrifying 

Well? 
One is a Victorian top-hat and the other 
is a ladies bonnet left here by a young 

couple on their way to the York races in 
1853! 

For centuries before Henry VIII,     
people believed it had miraculous 
healing powers and used to carry 

their sick and dying relatives to bathe 
in the well pool and drink the water! 

Draw something you can see hanging from the  
Petrifying Well... 


