
rivers & rocks 



 

Can you remember? 
What type of river the 

Nidd is? 

How the weir was used? 

What happened 
when the viaduct 

collapsed in 1848? 

Why the water turns 
things to stone? 

How the cave was 
formed? 



 

Letõs test our water 
We need a water testing 

kit... 

We are going to use normal tap water first 
and then our Petrifying Well water.  



 

Step 1- put your strip in the water 
and move around for 5 seconds. 

Step 2- take it out of the water 
and wait for it to change colour. 



 

Step 3- compare the colour to 
your colour chart. 

ÅIf your strip is ........colour 
then ............  

Now do the same to your Petrifying Well water 
and see if it is different!  



 

Letõs rock it! 
Rocks are made of grains that fit together. Each grain in the rock is 
made from a mineral, which is a chemical compound. The grains in a 

rock can be different colours, shapes and sizes.  
 

Granite has interlocking grains  Sandstone has rounded grains  



 

Porous rocks... 
Rocks with rounded grains are more likely to absorb water than rocks with 
interlocking grains. This is because the water can get into the gaps between the 
grains.  
 
Rocks that absorb water are called porous. 
Rocks with rounded grains are usually softer and  
more crumbly than rocks with interlocking grains. 
So porous rocks tend to be softer than non-porous rocks. 

 Can you guess which is which?  



We are going to test two different rocks to see 
whether or not they are porous and therefore have 

interlocking or rounded grains...  
 

1. Put each rock in a measuring jug 
and add water to 300ml. 

 
2. Leave them for 45 minutes and 

then see if the water has gone 
down. 

 

How much has the water gone down in ml?  
 
what does this mean?  
 


